Dear Families: 

The students in Mrs. Bresciani’s Grade 4/5 have been working very hard on their mystery stories.  We are ready to share these and view our hard work.  Students will be using a classroom Weblog to post their writing to the Internet.  Their stories are in a video format for us to see and listen to. 

A Weblog, or blog as they are commonly called, is a special type of Web page that can be created and easily updated using a Web browser. Each new entry has its own date stamp. Each entry has a comments section where visitors to the blog may leave comments for the author.  .
How it Works 

Mrs. Forrest from Educational Technology Service with the Regina Roman Catholic School Division will be creating and posting the completed mystery video stories to the blog.  The discussion about the stories will then be open to the class.  Each video will be posted as a separate entry to allow for comments.  Students will be divided into groups and asked to view at least two other stories and provide some feedback.  The students will also have to reply to the comments posted to their video.  A blog rubric will be shared to guide the students in providing feedback on each other’s stories.  

Having a real audience is one of the key components to this program. In addition to receiving comments from their classmates, we are hoping that the  students will receive comments from parents as well. Potentially, anyone on the Internet could respond to our blogs, however, it is not likely that the world at large will stumble across them. 

Security 

This blogging project is designed to minimize risk to your child. The only personally identifying information included in the blog will be their first name. There will be no mention of our school name or our location. Students are allowed to post their interests and opinions, but not their age, email address, photographs of themselves, or other sensitive information. 

Permission 

Before your child may start posting to their blog, we are asking for you and your child to discuss and sign the attached contract. Please return the form to Mrs. Bresciani. 

