

Background Information

In their article "Critical Literacy," Leland and Harste argue:  "Teachers who want to reimagine the read aloud as an opportunity to engage children in critical conversations about power and social justice can help them begin to understand that every text is written from someone's perspective."  

The use of picture books allows students to explore multiple perspectives around the theme of social bridges and barriers.  Picture books can invite students to engage in critical discussion of complex issues of race, class, and gender.  They "show how people can begin to take action on important social issues...and help us question why certain groups are positioned as "others" (Harste, 2000, p. 507).

Lesson  One
1. In a whole group session, write "other", “social bridges or barriers” and “social issues” on the whiteboard.  Elicit responses from the students - what might the term "other" refer to?  What “social bridges or barriers” or “social issues” are you familiar with?  List responses on the whiteboard beneath or in a web around "other”, “social bridges or barriers” and “social issues”.  Ask the students to think about these terms as you read Rosa by Nikki Giovanni .
2. After reading the picture book, discuss what "other" means in the context of the book.  ("Other" would refer to the black people in comparison to the white dominant culture.  As the skin colour of the black people is different from that of the dominant culture, they are seen as "other”).   Ask the students the question, “Why are certain groups positioned as ‘other’”? What “social bridges or barriers” did Rosa encounter? ( treated differently through attitudes of the majority and civil laws  (laws of a state relating to private and civilian affairs) that discriminate against them- not allowed to sit in the front of the bus, must move to accommodate white people if bus is crowded).  What social issue does Rosa’s situation bring to light? (discrimination).  Complete the first three definitions on the Introduction to Concepts activity either as a whole class or independently.
3. The Rosa Parks story took place in 1955.  It was then a civil law in Montgomery, Alabama that black people sat in the “coloured section” toward the back of the bus.  Many other social barriers were in place for black people – for instance black people were not allowed in certain restaurants or made to sit in segregated sections of a restaurant.   Like all laws, the police mandate was to enforce the law.  Watch the video clip Mighty Times: The Legacy of Rosa Parks http://www.tolerance.org/kit/mighty-times-legacy-rosa-parks (included on Unit DVD) to see how Rosa stood up for herself and how the black community joined in her protest. Following the video clip complete the definition for “Civil Law” on the Introduction to Concepts sheet.
4. Rosa Parks clearly broke the law when she refused to give up her seat on the bus for a white person.  As educators, we teach citizenship to students.  Laws are made to benefit society and should be followed by all.  In the case of Rosa Parks, was the law unjust and were her actions justified?  What is your point of view about the segregation laws in Montgomery, Alabama in 1955?   Complete your blog entry for “Rosa” and answer the questions from the perspectives or voice of Rosa, the police officer who arrested her and from a white person at the time of the incident.  
Access the following websites before you blog to become more informed about Rosa’s fight for civil rights.

Rosa Parks:  How I Fought for Civil Rights http://teacher.scholastic.com/rosa/index.htm
Rosa Parks Interview http://achievement.org/autodoc/page/par0int-1
Based on a lesson from readwritethink.org (Calendar Activity – Historical Figure & Event).
Introduction of Concepts

1.  Make a vocabulary map using the words “other”, “social bridges or barriers”, “social issues” using the templates provided.

	Write the definition in your own words or if needed, use the dictionary definition
other

	How does it connect to Rosa Parks or another example in your own life?


	
	What questions or understandings does the word “other” lead you to ask?



	Write the definition in your own words or if needed, use the dictionary definition
social bridges or barriers


	How does it connect to Rosa Parks or other examples in your own life?


	
	What questions or understandings do the words “social bridges or barriers” lead you to ask?




	Write the definition in your own words or if needed, use the dictionary definition
social issues 

	How does it connect to Rosa Parks or other examples in your own life?


	
	What questions or understandings do the words “social issues” lead you to ask?




	Write the definition in your own words or if needed, use the dictionary definition
Civil Law

	How does it connect to Rosa Parks or another example in your own life?


	
	What questions or understandings do the words “Civil Law” lead you to ask?




Introduction of Concepts (Answer Key)

1.  Make a vocabulary map using the words “other”, “social bridges or barriers”, “social issues” using the templates provided.

	Write the definition in your own words or if needed, use the dictionary definition
other

*different or distinct from

Other could be used in relation to any group/individual that is considered to be different or distinct from the dominant culture – the disabled, intellectually challenged, immigrant, Aboriginal 


	How does it connect to Rosa Parks or another example in your own life?
Rosa was considered to be “other” because she was black and the dominant culture was white.



	
	What questions or understandings does the word “other” lead you to ask?

Why do people see people this way?


	Write the definition in your own words or if needed, use the dictionary definition
social bridges or barriers

*an obstacle or impediment, hold something apart from 
Anytime a person is not able to do something they should have the right to do, like any other citizen.  For example, physically challenged people in wheelchairs should have access to public buildings

	How does it connect to Rosa Parks or other examples in your own life?
*In Montgomery, Alabama 1955, black people were not allowed to sit wherever they wanted on the public bus – they had to sit in a section known as the “Coloured Section”.


	
	What questions or understandings do the words “social bridges or barriers” lead you to ask?

What barriers or bridges do I initiate?




	Write the definition in your own words or if needed, use the dictionary definition
social issues 

People problems – problems stemming from people that may discriminate or stereotype 
Any time there is a problem associated with people in general – homelessness, hunger, poverty…

	How does it connect to Rosa Parks or other examples in your own life?
Homelessness is a social issue – some people are live on the streets in our city - 


	
	What questions or understandings do the words “social issues” lead you to ask?

Why are some people homeless?
Why are people treated differently because of their skin colour?


	Write the definition in your own words or if needed, use the dictionary definition
Civil Law

The law of the state relating to private or civilian affairs 
Where might you encounter this word again?
Any time you discuss the rights, freedoms and safety of citizens in a community

	How does it connect to Rosa Parks or another example in your own life?
Communities have all established civil laws to ensure the safety and rights of their citizens – speed limits, anti-smoking laws, …


	
	What questions or understandings do the words “Civil Law” lead you to ask?

If there are laws to protect rights and freedoms, why aren’t they always followed?



Sample Blog

Title:
Rosa

Topic:  
In the case of Rosa Parks, was the law unjust and were her actions justified?  What is your 
point of view about the segregation laws in Montgomery, Alabama in 1955? Complete your 
blog entry for “Rosa” and answer the questions from the perspectives of Rosa, the police 
officer who arrested her and from a white person at the time of the incident.  
Rosa

I believe the law is very unjust and that my actions were justified.  I am a citizen of Montgomery, Alabama.  I work hard at my job, pay my bills and taxes, and contribute to my community just like  the white people. I believe the colour of my skin should not prevent me from sitting on any seat on any public bus or from entering any store, restaurant or public building.  I believe the laws discriminate against me and all black people in Montgomery, Alabama.  The law is shameful and should be changed immediately.  

The Arresting Officer

The law is the law.  I am hired to do a job and that job is to enforce the laws of Montgomery, Alabama whether I agree with them or not.  Rosa Parks knew the laws – she could see the sign and knew she was to do as she was told by the bus driver.  

A White Person

The law is clear – black people are to do as they are told and go where they are allowed to go by law.  When Rosa Parks saw that the bus was getting crowded and a white person needed a seat, she should have moved and not caused any trouble.  This is the law in Montgomery, I believe in the law and that’s the way it should be.  
 My Views
I don’t believe segregation laws like those in Montgomery, Alabama should ever have been made.  The colour of a person’s skin should not make any difference – we are the same.  As Jesus taught us, we should love one another as he has loved us – that means treating everyone the way we would like to be treated.  I believe our laws should reflect this teaching and ensure that everyone, regardless of colour, is protected and treated equally by the law.  I was impressed by Rosa’s determination and the way the black community took action to strike down the discriminating laws and fight for racial barriers to be removed. 
*Use the checklist and go through the sample blog with the students to give them practice looking for particular aspects of the blog assignment.  Then, introduce the Blog Rubric and discuss with the class where they think the sample would be evaluated.  
Blog Checklist for “Rosa”

	Question
	Yes
	Do Over

	Rosa (Title)
	
	

	Topic Included
	
	

	Did I express Rosa’s opinion using her voice?


	
	

	Did “Rosa” answer the question, “Was the law unjust?”


	
	

	Did “Rosa” answer the question, “Were Rosa’s actions justified”?


	
	

	Did I express the Arresting Officer’s opinion using his voice?
	
	

	Did the “Arresting Officer” answer the question, “Was the law  unjust?” 
	
	

	Did the “Arresting Officer” answer the question, “Were Rosa’s actions justified?”
	
	

	Did I express the “White Person’s” opinion using his/her voice?
	
	

	Did the “White Person” answer the question, “Was the law unjust?”
	
	

	Did the “White Person” answer the question, “Were Rosa’s actions justified?”
	
	

	Did I include my point of view and back it up?


	
	


	Blogging 
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Does Not Meet
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Does Not Meet
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Partially Meets
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Partially Meets
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Meets
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Proficient with Dis
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Proficient with Distinction
 
	

	Use of blogs and Responding to others
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Student contribut


	Student contribution is minimal and/or difficult to understand.
* No response to other entries. [image: image19.wmf]
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Student contribut


	Student contribution is timely but lacks the detail necessary to show thorough understanding of material. Student does not include references to classroom discussion/video/reading. 
*No responses to other entries. [image: image21.wmf]
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Student contribut


	Student contribution is strong, fact based and shows basic understanding of the topic. 
*Additionally, there is at least one  thoughtful response to other entries. [image: image23.wmf]
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Student contribut


	Student contribution is strong, substantial and shows thorough understanding of topic. Student has included original ideas that promote further thinking. 
	

	Intellectual Engagement [image: image25.wmf]
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Blog entries make


	Blog entry makes  little or no reference to classroom discussion or web/reading resources.
OR Blog entry is copied from another student. [image: image27.wmf]
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Blog entries make


	Blog entries make some reference to classroom discussion web/reading resources. Student posts an opinion but does not support it.[image: image29.wmf]
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Blog entries show


	Blog entry shows strong awareness of key issues discussed, makes full use of web/reading resources.  [image: image31.wmf]
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Blog entries show


	Blog entry shows strong awareness of key issues discussed in class and web/reading resources. Student has included original ideas that promote further thinking.


	

	Personal Response. [image: image33.wmf]
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There is no perso


	There is no personal opinion. [image: image35.wmf]
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Opinion is presen


	Student posts an opinion but does not support it.[image: image37.wmf]
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Opinion is suppor


	Opinion is supported through facts from classroom discussions or web/reading resources [image: image39.wmf]
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Opinion is well or


	Opinion is well organized. Student supports opinion with facts beyond the classroom discussions (as a result of research beyond class) and provides references to these sources. Opinion is thought provoking/questions or makes statements to further the discussion.
	

	Engaged Writing 
Writing mechanics [image: image41.wmf]
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Blog entries use i


	Blog entry uses incorrect grammar and spelling, consistently making it difficult for others to follow ideas in entry. [image: image43.wmf]
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Blog entries show


	Blog entry shows some evidence of correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc. Others will have little trouble following the entry. [image: image45.wmf]
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Blog entries show


	Blog entry shows a good command of Standard English, has flair and originality with few spelling or grammatical errors. Others will comment and easily follow the entry.[image: image47.wmf]
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Blog entries meet


	Blog entry shows a good command of Standard English, has flair and originality with no spelling or grammatical errors. Others will comment and easily follow the entry.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


What do I need to do in order to move to the next level?

Lesson Two
1. In a whole- group session, the students listen to and discuss The Other Side, a picture book by Jacqueline Woodson.  This story is told from the viewpoint of Clover, an African American girl who lives in a town with a fence that separates the black side of town from the white side.  Clover tells the story of the summer she becomes friends with Annie, a white girl who lives on the other side of the fence.  
Before Reading Questions

· What do you notice about the front cover?

· What do you think the title means?

· After learning about the word “other” in the last lesson, how does it help you to anticipate what will happen in this story?

After Reading Questions

· Whose voice was telling the story?

· Why do you think the author used this voice?

· Why did Clover’s mother warn her not to climb over the fence?
· How was this racial barrier overcome?

· How did they manage to “build bridges”?

· How did the Rosa Parks story help you figure out the implied setting for this story and the significance of the fence?

· How is the fence used as a metaphor in this story? (Metaphor meaning something used, or regarded as being used, to represent something else; emblem; symbol). 
· Reference to the future is made with the closing  line, “Someday somebody’s going to come along and knock this old fence down,” says Annie, and Clover agrees.” Has the “fence” been knocked down completely?

· Why do you think Jacqueline Woodson wrote this story?  What did you learn about this author that would help you answer the question?

2. Distribute the Comparison Chart and complete the section on The Other Side together, assuring everyone understands viewpoint, barriers, and inspiration.  Divide the students into small groups to read the following books The Royal Bee by Frances Park and Ginger Park and Virgie Goes to School with Us Boys by Elizabeth Fitzgerald Howard and have them complete the Comparison Chart. (There are ten copies included of each book, so divide groups accordingly –each group receiving both books).
Based on a lesson from readwritethink.org 

“Barriers” Comparison Chart
	
	Viewpoint or Voice
	Type of Barrier
	How Barrier is Overcome
	Author’s Inspiration

	The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson
	
	
	
	

	The Royal Bee by Frances Park and Ginger Park
	
	
	
	

	Virgie Goes to School with Us Boys by Elizabeth Fitzgerald Howard


	
	
	
	


“Barriers” Comparison Chart
Teacher’s Guide

	
	Viewpoint or Voice
	Type of Barrier
	How Barrier is Overcome
	Author’s Inspiration

	The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson
	Clover


	Racial Barrier – Clover is an African American girl who lives in a town that separates the black side of town from the white side of twon.
	The girls sit on the fence to talk and become friends, initially not “going over” the fence as instructed.
	

	The Royal Bee by Frances Park and Ginger Park
	Song-Ho

	Economic Barrier – Song-Ho is a poor peasant boy who has not been allowed to go to school as school is for the wealthy
	Song-Ho is determined to learn, asks the master if he may join, answers the questions of the students when challenged, and joins the class

	Based on the story of the authors’ grandfather’s experiences

	Virgie Goes to School with Us Boys by Elizabeth Fitzgerald Howard


	Virgie
	Racial and Gender Barrier - story is set in post-Civil War South where a Quaker school has been set up for freed boy slaves.
	Virgie is determined to prove she is smart and strong enough to go to school, just like the boys.
	Based on the childhood stories the author heard from her grandfather about her great aunt.


Lesson Three
Share the Comparison Chart completed on Day Two.

Place the overhead of Rosa by Nikki Giovanni on the overhead.  Ask the students to describe what they see and list their observations on the whiteboard. (Point out if needed - the authority figure looking down on an innocent girl – the location is intimidating, no eye contact is being made, harsh “prison-like” background being shown).

What feelings are evoked as you look at this illustration?  What might the girl be feeling? (Some ideas may include: Rosa’s eyes – look of a child in trouble that doesn’t want to comply or believe she should be in trouble, resigned to the punishment, intimidation of the officer looking down in his formal military type uniform, the coldness of the bricks)
How do the colours speak to the feelings? (dark, cold)
Why do you think the illustrator chose to portray the cover in this way?

Place the overhead of A National Crime: The Canadian Government and the Residential School System – John S. Milloy on the overhead.  Again, ask the students to describe what they see and list their observations on the whiteboard.  (Point out if needed – the illustration of the Aboriginal child in native dress is in the forefront, with a schoolroom of Aboriginal children in “white” clothing in behind, the page is “ripped”).

What do you think the illustrator is trying to portray?  What may be symbolic?  What message might the illustrator be stating? How do the colours chosen speak to the feelings?  Even if the title were not given, would you have interpreted the same message?

As we have seen through our picture book readings, social barriers and bridges, discrimination of citizens based on colour, wealth and race exist in society.   Create a list of those groups that tend to be most forgotten or most disadvantaged in society (e.g., the poor, children, people with physical or mental disabilities or challenges, visible minorities, Aboriginal peoples, women people who have religious beliefs or practices that differ from the majority…)  

If we were to create a “Just Society” what characteristics would be present that would ensure equal rights for all?  

1. Form collaborative groups of 4 or 5 and give each group a large piece of chart paper and a marker.
2. Each group chooses a recorder and a spokesperson – the recorder records the group’s ideas and the spokesperson will present the group’s ideas to the class.

3. List the characteristics (e.g., rights and freedoms) that they believe would be important in order to create a just society for all.
4. The spokesperson from each group presents the group’s list to the class.  The class develops a collective list of the priority values of a just society and discusses what life might be like for all citizens in such a society. *Keep this collective list for the next lesson.
Based on lessons from Ministry of Manitoba, Social Studies Curriculum (6.4.4 a)

Lesson Four
1. Using Think-Pair-Share, students read and respond to a quotation from Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau about the “Just Society”.  Have the students highlight the characteristics of a “just society” given in the passage and discuss whether Canada is a just society. 

*Prior to reading, clarify that this passage uses the word “means” to refer to wealth, resources, or income.  Discuss what “equality of opportunity” means to them, using examples from their own experiences in classrooms, sports teams, etc. 

2.  Compare the highlighted characteristics of a “just society” with the collective list established in the last lesson.  Students share their impressions of the quote in a guided classroom discussion about whether Canada is a just society.
3.  Blog #2 (see sheet)
Based on lessons from Ministry of Manitoba, Social Studies Curriculum (6.4.4 a)

Blog #2

Personal Refection on “Equality”

In his statement on “The Just Society”, Pierre Elliott Trudeau refers to a country where “equality of opportunity is ensured”.  Another important principle of democracy is that all human beings are equal, and entitled to certain basic freedoms and rights, including the right to have a voice in decisions that affect them.

On your blog entry, Personal Reflection on “Equality” reflect and answer the following questions, giving examples for each.

How do I know when I am being treated as an equal?

How do I know when I am being treated as a free and independent person?

Give an historical example where First Nations Peoples have been viewed as equals and allies?

Give an historical example where a people have been viewed as dependents and inferiors?  

How can I help to break down barriers and build bridges in my own world?
Blog #2

Personal Refection on “Equality”

Checklist

Blog Checklist for Personal Reflection on “Equality” 

	Question
	Yes
	Do Over

	 (Title) included
	
	

	Name included
	
	

	Question 1 - 
How do I know when I am being treated as an equal?
	
	

	Question 2 -
How do I know when I am being treated as a free and independent person?
	
	

	Question 3- 

Give an historical example where First Nations Peoples have been viewed as equals and allies.
	
	

	Question 4 –

Give an historical example where a people have been viewed as dependents and inferiors.  
	
	

	Question 5 –

How can I help to break down barriers and build bridges in my own world?
	
	

	Did I answer the question and include an example for each?

	
	


	Blogging 
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Does Not Meet
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Does Not Meet
 
	[image: image53.wmf]

2071599



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image54.wmf]

Partially Meets
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Partially Meets
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Meets
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Meets
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Proficient with Dis
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Proficient with Distinction
 
	

	Use of blogs and Responding to others
. [image: image65.wmf]
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Student contribut


	Student contribution is minimal and/or difficult to understand.
* No response to other entries. [image: image67.wmf]
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Student contribut


	Student contribution is timely but lacks the detail necessary to show thorough understanding of material. Student does not include references to classroom discussion/video/reading. 
*No responses to other entries. [image: image69.wmf]
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Student contribut


	Student contribution is strong, fact based and shows basic understanding of the topic. 
*Additionally, there is at least one  thoughtful response to other entries. [image: image71.wmf]
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Student contribut


	Student contribution is strong, substantial and shows thorough understanding of topic. Student has included original ideas that promote further thinking. Student has at least one thoughtful response on another entry.
	

	Intellectual Engagement [image: image73.wmf]
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Blog entries make


	Blog entry makes  little or no reference to classroom discussion or web/reading resources.
OR Blog entry is copied from another student. [image: image75.wmf]
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Blog entries make


	Blog entries make some reference to classroom discussion web/reading resources. Student posts an opinion but does not support it.[image: image77.wmf]
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Blog entries show


	Blog entry shows strong awareness of key issues discussed, makes full use of classroom discussion/web/reading resources.  [image: image79.wmf]
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Blog entries show


	Blog entry shows strong awareness of key issues discussed in class and web/reading resources. Student has included original ideas that promote further thinking.


	

	Personal Response. [image: image81.wmf]
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There is no perso


	There is no personal opinion. [image: image83.wmf]
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Opinion is presen


	Student posts an opinion but does not support it.[image: image85.wmf]
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Opinion is suppor


	Opinion is supported through facts from classroom discussions or web/reading resources [image: image87.wmf]
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Opinion is well or


	Opinion is well organized. Student supports opinion with facts beyond the classroom discussions (as a result of research beyond class) and provides references to these sources. Opinion is thought provoking/questions or makes statements to further the discussion.
	

	Engaged Writing 
Writing mechanics [image: image89.wmf]
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Blog entries use i


	Blog entry uses incorrect grammar and spelling, consistently making it difficult for others to follow ideas in entry. [image: image91.wmf]
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Blog entries show


	Blog entry shows some evidence of correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc. Others will have little trouble following the entry. [image: image93.wmf]
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Blog entries show


	Blog entry shows a good command of Standard English, has flair and originality with few spelling or grammatical errors. Others will comment and easily follow the entry.[image: image95.wmf]
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Blog entries meet


	Blog entry shows a good command of Standard English, has flair and originality with no spelling or grammatical errors. Others will comment and easily follow the entry.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


What do I need to do in order to move to the next level?

Lesson  Five
Background

Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau, in pursuit of his vision of a “Just Society”, was instrumental in collaborating with the provinces to have the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms passed as part of the Canadian Constitution on April 17, 1982.  The Charter applies to the federal government and to all provincial and territorial governments; it is part of the “rule of law” to which our democratic government is subject.  The Charter (Section 25) protects the rights of the Aboriginal peoples of Canada, recognizes the multicultural character of Canadian citizens (Section 17), and applies equally to female and male persons (Section 28).  

In order to become more familiar with the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the class is divided into six collaborative groups as follows:

· Group 1: Fundamental Freedoms (Section 2)

· Group 2: Democratic Rights (Sections 3-5)

· Group 3: Mobility Rights (Section 6)

· Group 4: Legal Rights (Sections 7-14)

· Group 5: Equality Rights (Section 15)

· Group 6: Official Language Rights (Sections 16-22)

Each group reads the section of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms that pertains to these rights and freedoms, and writes a short summary (in students’ own words) of the main rights and freedoms of the assigned portion of the Charter.  Students may create their summary in the form of a poster or a multimedia slide show in order to teach it to the rest of the class. 

OR

This activity may also be done as a Jigsaw learning activity, in which one member of each home group is responsible for teaching his/her assigned section to the other group members.  Help students focus solely on the main points of each section by guiding the class as they underline or highlight key expressions or passages prior to paraphrasing their assigned section.

*Formative assessment of the activity will depend on which activity you choose for your class – either the summary (poster/multimedia slide show or written summary) or based on the jigsaw activity.
Following this activity, show the DVD Fundamental Freedoms: The Charter of Rights and Freedoms (included in the kit).  While the language is at times complex, the message of the charter is made very clear in this program.  Use the Before/During/After Viewing Guide to use with this DVD.
Based on lessons from Ministry of Manitoba, Social Studies Curriculum (6.4.4 a)

Viewing Guide for Fundamental Freedoms:  The Charter of Rights and Freedoms
Before Viewing
1.  Discuss how rights and freedoms are similar and different. What limits are placed on an individual’s rights, e.g. freedom of speech?  
While Viewing
1.  Make note of anything you learn while viewing that was surprising to you.
2. List the rights mentioned in the program and select three you think are the most important to you.

3. Make notes of anything mentioned regarding:

· Language

· Citizenship

· Responsibility

· Proud

· Religion

· Aboriginal peoples

· Future 
After Viewing
Share the students’ jotnotes from the While Viewing activity.
Based on question sheet from http://charterofrights.ca/view.php?image_id=30_05_00.pdf&lang=en 
Lesson Six
· Using the “Benefits of Living in Canada” sheet, collaborative groups of students brainstorm advantages of living in Canadian society.

· Groups share their lists with the class.  

· The class discusses which benefits they consider to be the most important, and considers whether all citizens of Canada enjoy the same benefits.  Students may also use their knowledge of the history of Canada to add details about life in previous generations, before many of these advantages were available to the citizens of Canada.  Students might also discuss areas of the world or countries where these benefits are not enjoyed by citizens.

· Following the group sharing session, introduce the following government programs and discuss with the students where they fit on the “Benefits of Living in Canada” sheet.
· Medicare

· Old Age Pension

· Unemployment insurance

· Free public education

· Welfare programs

· Public health programs –e.g. immunization

· Sanitation services

· Transportation safety

· Emergency services

· RCMP

· Parental Leaves
Based on lessons from Ministry of Manitoba, Social Studies Curriculum (6.4.4 a)

Lesson Seven
Students conduct a survey to assess how Canada is faring in the area of equality and social justice.  As a class, students generate questions related to equality and social justice in order to create a common survey.  For example,

· Do all people in Canada have the same rights and freedoms?  If not, give examples.

· Are all people treated equally?  If not, give examples.
· Have you ever experienced/witnessed discrimination?  Explain.

· Do all people have equal access to health care?  If not, explain.

· Do all people have equal access to education?  If not, explain.

· Do all people have equal access to transportation? If not, explain.

· Do all people have equal access to communication? If not, explain.

· Do all people have equal access to safety and security? If not, explain.
Each student surveys 3 to 5 individuals of different ages and backgrounds.  Collaborative groups can then combine their results, interpret the data, and draw conclusions based on their collected evidence. (e.g. Do most people believe that Canada is a fair/just society?  Do the results differ between younger and older citizens?  In what areas do citizens feel Canada is strongest or weakest?).  

Each group shares its interpretations in a general class discussion.  
Following the group discussion, students complete Blog #3 using information gained from their own surveys and the class discussion.
Blog #3
Personal Refection “Equality and Social Justice”
Checklist

Based on the information gained from the completed survey and class discussion, answer the following questions, giving examples wherever possible.
Blog Checklist for Personal Reflection on the “Charter of Rights” 

	Question
	Yes
	Do Over

	 (Title) included
	
	

	Name included
	
	

	Question 1 - 
Do all people in Canada have the same rights and freedoms?  


	
	

	Question 2 –

 Are all people treated equally?  


	
	

	Question 3- 
Have you ever experienced/witnessed discrimination?  Explain.


	
	

	Question 4 – Choose one

Do all people in Canada have equal access to health care, transportation, education, or communication? Explain.

	
	


	Blogging 
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Does Not Meet
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Does Not Meet
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Partially Meets
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Partially Meets
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Meets
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Meets
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Proficient with Dis
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Proficient with Distinction
 
	

	Use of blogs and Responding to others
. [image: image113.wmf]
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Student contribut


	Student contribution is minimal and/or difficult to understand.
* No response to other entries. [image: image115.wmf]
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Student contribut


	Student contribution is timely but lacks the detail necessary to show thorough understanding of material. Student does not include references to classroom discussion/video/reading. 
*No responses to other entries. [image: image117.wmf]
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Student contribut


	Student contribution is strong, fact based and shows basic understanding of the topic. 
*Additionally, there is at least one  thoughtful response to other entries. [image: image119.wmf]
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Student contribut


	Student contribution is strong, substantial and shows thorough understanding of topic. Student has included original ideas that promote further thinking. 
	

	Intellectual Engagement [image: image121.wmf]
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Blog entries make


	Blog entry makes  little or no reference to classroom discussion or web/reading resources.
OR Blog entry is copied from another student. [image: image123.wmf]

2071603



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image124.wmf]

Blog entries make


	Blog entries make some reference to classroom discussion web/reading resources. Student posts an opinion but does not support it.[image: image125.wmf]
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Blog entries show


	Blog entry shows strong awareness of key issues discussed, makes full use of web/reading resources.  [image: image127.wmf]
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Blog entries show


	Blog entry shows strong awareness of key issues discussed in class and web/reading resources. Student has included original ideas that promote further thinking.


	

	Personal Response. [image: image129.wmf]
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There is no perso


	There is no personal opinion. [image: image131.wmf]
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Opinion is presen


	Student posts an opinion but does not support it.[image: image133.wmf]
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Opinion is suppor


	Opinion is supported through facts from classroom discussions or web/reading resources [image: image135.wmf]
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Opinion is well or


	Opinion is well organized. Student supports opinion with facts beyond the classroom discussions (as a result of research beyond class) and provides references to these sources. Opinion is thought provoking/questions or makes statements to further the discussion.
	

	Engaged Writing 
Writing mechanics [image: image137.wmf]
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Blog entries use i


	Blog entry uses incorrect grammar and spelling, consistently making it difficult for others to follow ideas in entry. [image: image139.wmf]
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Blog entries show


	Blog entry shows some evidence of correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc. Others will have little trouble following the entry. [image: image141.wmf]
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Blog entries show


	Blog entry shows a good command of Standard English, has flair and originality with few spelling or grammatical errors. Others will comment and easily follow the entry.[image: image143.wmf]
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Blog entries meet


	Blog entry shows a good command of Standard English, has flair and originality with no spelling or grammatical errors. Others will comment and easily follow the entry.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


What do I need to do in order to move to the next level?

Lesson Eight
“A country, after all, is not something you build as the pharaohs built the pyramids, and then leave standing there to defy eternity.  A country is something that is built every day out of certain basic shared values.  And so it is in the hands of every Canadian to determine how well and wisely we shall build the country of the future.” 

(Pierre Elliott Trudeau, Memoirs, as cited in The Essential Trudeau, ed. Ron Graham,  

    Toronto:  McClelland and Stewart, 1998)

· What do you think are some of the basic shared values of all Canadians?  
· What kind of Canada have we been building? 
·  Is it a country that demonstrates care and concern for other countries around the world that are not as fortunate? 
·  Do Canadian citizens demonstrate care and concern for social issues within the country and globally? (You may want to refer to CIDA’s website http://www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/home for examples of Canada’s global contributions to international development).
Actions do not have to be large scale – daily actions by ordinary citizens have made a difference in defending the rights of minorities (Rosa Parks) at home and around the world (Craig Kielburger, child rights activist who founded “Free the Children” for instance).

· Distribute the article “Girl Helps Animals in Need by Donating to Regina Humane Society through Pennies for Pets”.

· Read the article and complete the Issue-Based Article Analysis.
· Students then select an article, editorial, or letter to the editor about an equality issue and complete their own Issue-Based Article Analysis.  Articles can be found by completing a  Google search such as “Canadian News Articles on Equality” or by using the Leader-Post.
Issue-Based Article Analysis
	Title of Article:
	Date, Author, Source:



	State the issue or problem this article tells about:
	Summarize the main point of this article in one sentence:



	What does this issue have to do with citizenship?  What does this issue have to do with justice or equality in Canada?


	List two or three facts stated in this article:

	What is the author’s opinion on this issue?  Cite one piece of evidence.
	What is your opinion on this issue?




Why is this issue important to citizens?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Issue-Based Article Analysis

	Title of Article:

Girl Helps Animals in Need by Donating to Regina Humane Society through Pennies for Pets
	Date, author, source: Dec. 13, 2010

Troy Fleece, The Leader Post

	State the issue or problem this article tells about:

Animals find shelter at the Regina Humane Society when they have no home.
	Summarize the main point of this article in one sentence:

Victoria Hubenig raises money for the Regina Humane Society for the purchase of food and animal needs.



	What does this issue have to do with citizenship?  What does this issue have to do with justice or equality in Canada?

Victoria is a caring citizen, who values animals and wants them to be treated with respect.  Her attitude toward animals demonstrates the kinds of values we want Canadians to portray given the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.


	List two or three facts stated in this article:

Victoria loves animals.

The Regina Humane Society needs contributions to keep caring for the animals in their care.

The Humane Society staff nominated Victoria for the “Outstanding Young Philanthropist” award for her contributions.


	What is the author’s opinion on this issue?  Cite one piece of evidence.
No opinion was given.
	What is your opinion on this issue?

I think it’s important for citizens to step up and take action where they feel there is a need.  



Why is this issue important to citizens?

When we try to help assure the rights and equality of others in our community, we are helping to build a caring community. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Social Studies Lessons





Curriculum Area: Social Studies


Outcome: Indicators: 


PA8.1, c


Contemplate the implications of Canadian citizenship on the life of Canadians.


Investigate the effects of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms on individuals and groups (e.g. language rights; right to reasonable access to justice in trials; same sex marriage; civil protections)


Resources/Materials:





The Other Side - Jacqueline Woodson


10 copies of The Royal Bee - Frances Park and Ginger Park


10 copies of Virgie Goes to School with Us Boys - Elizabeth Fitzgerald Howard


Rosa - Nikki Giovanni


A National Crime: The Canadian Government and the Residential School System – John S. Milloy


Colour overheads of the covers of Rosa – Nikki Giovanni and A National Crime: The Canadian Government and the Residential School System – John S. Milloy


Youth Guide to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms


Unit DVD


DVD Fundamental Freedoms:  The Charter of Rights and Freedoms (McNabb Connolly)


 


Interactive Websites:





Rosa Parks:  How I Fought for Civil Rights � HYPERLINK "http://teacher.scholastic.com/rosa/index.htm" �http://teacher.scholastic.com/rosa/index.htm�


Rosa Parks Interview � HYPERLINK "http://achievement.org/autodoc/page/par0int-1" �http://achievement.org/autodoc/page/par0int-1�


Mighty Times: The Legacy of Rosa Parks � HYPERLINK "http://www.tolerance.org/kit/mighty-times-legacy-rosa-parks" �http://www.tolerance.org/kit/mighty-times-legacy-rosa-parks� 


Manitoba Ministry of Education Social Studies Curriculum    � HYPERLINK "http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/socstud/index.html" �http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/socstud/index.html�   


                                                                                                 http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/socstud/index.html� HYPERLINK "http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/socstud/index.html" �http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/socstud/index.html�  
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